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Streets Ahead� has been working with�
children living and working on the streets of�
Harare, Zimbabwe, since 1991. It is a�
welfare organisation well known for its�
interventions for children living on the�
streets and for its efforts in reunifying them�
with their families or placing them into�
alternative care.�
 Zimbabwe has gone through a lot of�
economic and political disturbances in the�
last three years. The drought and the land�
reform programme has caused a slump in�
food production and put a strain on families'�
ability to feed their children. This has�
increased the number of children seeking�
refuge on the streets.�
  During the recent cholera outbreak, we�
were inundated with calls for assistance�
from the children and have now embarked�
on a programme to ensure that children�
living on the streets have access to clean�
water, by providing buckets, water-purifying�
tablets and soap.  The HIV peer project is�
also making great strides in working with�
sexually-active youths and encouraging�
them to seek treatment for their STIs.�
 In the last year, Streets Ahead�
reintegrated 89 children into the home�
environment. Most of families receiving the�

children were extended families with their own children to look after, but they�
were still very willing to take them in. Ten of the reunited children qualified�
for educational support, and this is one big factor which ensures sustained�
reunification, as children are meaningfully engaged and enjoy their right to�
access education. In Zimbabwe, it is every child’s desire to go to school, but�
they cannot concentrate on school if they live in abusive homes. In schools�
and communities where we reunite children, we also give talks to promote�

and sensitise people to children’s rights.�
 A typical case is that of Daniel: he is a�
double orphan who was placed in a�
government institution in 2005, but he ran�
away and came back to the streets. The�
Department of Social Welfare brought him to�
Streets Ahead, where he was successfully�
reunified with his maternal uncle, together�
with his 3 siblings who had earlier run away�
from a violently abusive aunt. The uncle’s�
family are subsistence farmers and now care�
for 14 orphans. The family, while very willing�
to care for the children, is economically�
strained and has difficulties in meeting all the�
basic needs of the 14 orphans.�
 The Streets Ahead team shows�
appreciation to families taking in children�
from the streets, because not all people bond�
with children that are not their own, let alone�
to those that have been on the streets with�
the reputation which goes with it. Follow-up�
visits to families are carried out, and these�
increase the children’s sense of worthiness�
as they realise that we care enough to follow�
up on their welfare.  Streets Ahead always�
gets positive feedback about our dedication�
to working with the street children.�
 Despite economic problems in�
Zimbabwe,  the team at Streets Ahead has�
continued working with street children�
because of what the children experience on�
the streets.  We will not rest until we have�
assisted a child on the streets, knowing that�
what they will go through is something you�
would not want for your child: hunger,�
physical and sexual abuse and neglect.”�

On the streets of Zimbabwe�
All Street Child Africa's partner organisations work in challenging conditions.�
However, the recent media coverage from southern Africa has provoked many�
of our supporters to enquire about the situation in one country in particular. We�
asked the Director of our partner organisation�  in Zimbabwe,�
Duduzile Moyo, to tell us more about their daily struggles in Harare and how�
they – and we – are still able to support street children there.�

By Duduzile Moyo, Director of Streets Ahead�

Street Child Africa is determined to stand by organisations like Streets Ahead, who take such trouble to�
look after street children in their communities. With your help, we can make sure that children like Daniel�
can have the chances in life that otherwise seem so elusive for them: family reintegration, education,�
reliable adult contacts, a future.�Thank you if you can help us help Daniel and children like him.�
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Partners’ workshop in Nairobi�
At the beginning of February 2009, Street�
Child Africa was delighted to host a second�
workshop for its African partners in Nairobi,�
Kenya. Following on from the successful�
monitoring and evaluation workshop in�
Mozambique in 2008, a US foundation�
funded this workshop, which was facilitated�
by Street Child Africa staff Felix Holman,�
Savina Geerinckx and Sarah Burt and our�
Programmes Consultant Cárile Marchioro.�

Representatives from Street Child Africa’s partners and�
other agencies working with street children attended the�
workshop, bringing their first-hand experience of working�
with children on the streets.  Our partners from�Friends�
of the Street Children� and the�Rainbow Project� in�
Zambia,�Streets Ahead� in Zimbabwe,�Meninos de�
Moçambique� in Mozambique,�Avenir de l’Enfant� in�
Senegal,�Catholic Action for Street Children�,�Street�
Girls Aid�and the�Kumasi Street Child Project� in�
Ghana, and�Street Child Nigeria� in Nigeria all attended.�
The�Undugu Society of Kenya� and�PEDER� from the�
Democratic Republic of Congo also attended, with�
Undugu very kindly hosting the workshop for us.�

The objective of�
the workshop was�
to share�
experience and�

best practice, and�
partners were able to�
exchange ideas and�
learning throughout the�
workshop.  The facilitators�
from Street Child Africa�
highlighted the challenges that�
the partners all come across in their�
work and encouraged discussing�
possible solutions to those challenges. Time was also�
dedicated to talking frankly about child protection in the�
different organisations and how the partners see their�
future while working with Street Child Africa.�

"My expectations�
have been met and I need�
to go back and share my�

learnings with other members�
of staff."�

MY NIGHT AT THE SHELTER�

 Night work at the shelter is full of�
challenges but this does not discourage�
me.  The daily demands I face�
constantly require additional efforts from�
me; it is not easy. I understand that the�
children are living in very difficult�
circumstances.  Their situation can�
harden their hearts and bring about�
profound changes in their view of life.�
The turmoil the children deal with is my�

principal motivation and determination. The problems they�
live with give me a reason to be here.�
 My work schedule is usually overloaded.  After I finish�
my working day offering support to children, I work at the�
night shelter on a regular basis.  Every night I spend at�
the shelter, I follow the same procedure: firstly I welcome�
and register every child.  During the registration, I check�
each of them carefully to make sure no one is bringing in�
drugs or sharp instruments.  It is important to be alert, as�
these objects can be a real danger for the children.  Many�
of the children take drugs and they often arrive at the�
refuge dangerously agitated. These situations are difficult�
to control, particularly as they can turn very violent.�
 Each night brings its problems.  Fights occur between�

the children all the time.  For those who are under the�
influence of a lot of drugs, small conflicts easily turn into�
bloody fights.  We use all our creativity to deal with those�
difficult situations.�
 My next task is to keep an eye on the children while�
they play games of their choice in different groups.  I�
check on each group to make sure everything is going�
well.  At the same time, I watch over the children who are�
cooking the evening meal for everybody.�
 At dinner time all the children gather in the dining hall�
to eat.  It is a moment of joy and of sharing.  Once again, I�
need to make sure everything takes place smoothly. After�
the dinner there is usually time for relaxation before the�
children go to the dormitories.�
 The night watch is one of the most demanding tasks�
of the night work at the shelter, especially not sleeping�
after a day’s work.  I stay up checking the different�
dormitories. Very often children are taken ill. In cases of�
severe temperatures, I give them some aspirin until the�
case can be presented to the nurse in the morning.”�

Editor's note: PEDER is not a Street Child Africa partner�
organisation, but known to us from our street worker training run�
in Bukavu, DR Congo, in November 2007. Semy was one of the�
participants in the training. More about PEDER on page 3.�

“�
By Semy Ntamwira, PEDER, Bukavu, DRC�

as told to Savina Geerinckx�
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By Savina Geerinckx, Interim Overseas Programmes Director�

 While PEDER’s coordinator has a�
vision that could inspire even the�
most experienced, I would like to�
highlight just one element of this�
vision: cohesion on the ground.  If�
collaboration and the coordination of�
interventions for street children is�
something very much valued�
throughout the world, it is even more�
so in a war-torn country. The situation�
may seem calm in Bukavu these�
days, but a short trek across the�
border into Rwanda gives a shocking�
glimpse of the extent to which the�
DRC still is in a state of emergency.�
 PEDER is part of a local network�
of NGOs (non-governmental�
organisations) working with children�
in street situations. Representatives�
of the different member NGOs are�
also participating in the working�
groups facilitated by UNICEF on a�
regular basis. Despite this, the�
coordination of work on the ground�
remains a challenge, as this�
testimony illustrates:�

 At the partners' workshop held in�
Nairobi last February�(see page 2 for�
more details)�, most of Street Child�
Africa’s partners expressed similar�
concerns about the lack of�
coordination of activities on the�
ground. As a first step, Street Child�

Africa has therefore decided to�
undertake a detailed mapping�
exercise of interventions for children in�
street situations in all cities and�
countries where our partners are�
working.�

More than 10 years after a life-defining trip to DR Congo, I was asked by Street Child Africa to visit a�
potential partner in Bukavu last February.�

 had recently benefited from Street Child Africa's street worker training and been praised by�
the UK trainers in every possible way. Not surprisingly, my four-day visit to Bukavu only confirmed�
everything I had been told and even more. No newsletter article, however, could possibly do justice to�
the scope and quality of the work this team of 26 people delivers in a city destroyed by years of conflict.�

Our Zambian partner awarded a Human Rights Award�
By Sarah Burt, Programmes Officer�

In 2008, Street Child Africa nominated Christopher�
Mulenga, Chairman of our partner organisation�

 in Kitwe, Zambia for�
the International Service Human Rights Award for�
the Defence of the Human Rights of Children.� �
 Street children are among the�
least likely children to understand�
their rights, let alone gain access to�
them. They have no shelter, no�
community or family, no access to�
education or healthcare, and no�
easy access to food or clean water.�
They are also more likely to be�
subject to violence, as the�
communities that surround street�
children treat them as nuisances or�
criminals. Friends of the Street�
Children work to promote the rights�
of these children, from speaking to�
the community, to educating the�
police, to speaking on the radio and�
to the Zambian government.  The�

practical help that FSC provides changes the lives of�
street children on a daily basis, simply by promoting the�
children’s rights and giving them a chance to be heard.�
 We were thrilled to hear that Christopher won this�
prestigious recognition. International Service invited him�

to the UK in December, where alongside�
three other winners he was presented with�
the award by the Patron of International�
Service, Jon Snow, at the House of�
Commons. A few days later the celebrations�
continued with the Archbishop of York, Dr�
John Sentamu, at York Minster.�

For more information about the�
International Service Human Rights�
Awards, go to:�
www.internationalservice.org.uk/ or�
www.is-humanrightsawards.co.uk/�

From left to right: Christopher, Jon Snow and the other�
award winners from Algeria, Kyrgyzstan and Zambia in�
the House of Commons�

 François was brought to us by the Child Protection Unit of the Police�
with a promise that they would come and pick him up again within 48 hours�
for him to be repatriated. He is 14 years old and from Rwanda. The police�
never told us how they found the child. One month after the child had been�
brought to us,  there was still no sign of the police. We went to see them to�
remind them about the child, but they referred us to an international�
humanitarian organisation. The latter refused to take on this case on the�
basis that Rwanda was not at war. They referred us to another�
international body working with refugees. They too refused the child as he�
did not fit the criteria to be a refugee. They advised us to go to the National�
Commission for Repatriation.�
 Once more, we were told that the child could not be a refugee and�
therefore needed to be deported rather than repatriated. To be deported�
however the case needs to be dealt with by the provincial commission,�
which meets only very occasionally. We finally contacted an international�
NGO who offered to get in touch with their Rwanda office. We have�
received no news from them so far. The child has been at our refuge for 5�
months and is having a very difficult time communicating with the�
others…”�

“�

Photo © Andrew Aitchison 2008�
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Any regular reader of the Street�
Child Africa newsletter cannot�
fail to have noticed how much�
we have been celebrating our�
10�th� Anniversary in the past�
year. It is not a grand old age�
but long enough to know that�
we are definitely growing�
stronger and making a noise. As�
time passes we have to accept�
change and move on into new�
times. With that come staff�
changes.�
 Last year we sadly said�
goodbye to our first Director�

Amy Hatton� who took us through our formative and�
(arguably most important) years of development. Now we�
have to accept that another long-established member of�
staff is moving on. Our Overseas Programmes Director�
Felicité Holman� has seen significant changes in the five�
years that she has been with Street Child Africa. Joining�
as the part-time parishes organiser for three months, Felix�
changed to become Fr Patrick’s “right-hand man” liaising�
with our partners in Africa. Upon his retirement, Felix took�

on the role of Overseas Programmes Manager and, with�
Sarah Burt alongside, worked exceptionally hard in�
nurturing strong and lasting relationships with our�
partners in Africa. Felix’s passion for the plight of African�
street children has had a significant impact, not just with�
our partner organisations but also in influencing decision-�
makers here in the UK. She became Overseas�
Programmes Director last year.�
 As Felix moves on to new challenges, we wish her�
well and welcome back�Savina Geerinckx� to the Street�
Child Africa team.  A  social anthropologist with expertise�
on children’s rights, Savina�
has widespread�
experience in Africa, and�
she was invited by our�
Founder Patrick Shanahan�
back in 1999 to help us�
find and assess new�
partner organisations,�
many of whom are still�
working with Street Child�
Africa today. We are�
delighted that Savina is�
joining the team.�

“Five years of felicity” at Street Child Africa�
By Nicola Barranger, founding Trustee of Street Child Africa�

Above: Felix with a street boy�
in Zambia in 2005�

Above: Savina in Rwanda in 2009�
with Marcel Sibomana from the�

Working Children and Youth�
Association Rwanda�

How do we know our money is being spent�
correctly?�

Street Child Africa�works very closely� with its African partners.�
We fund projects on an annual basis and applications for�
support are received at the end of our financial year.  Project�
activities must adhere to our funding criteria� and we work�
with the partner to ensure that the funding is directed to those�
specific activities.�
 We send funds, usually in two instalments, directly to the�
partner NGO/CBO (non-governmental or community-based�
organisation) in the country. Currently�we request two reports�,�
financial and narrative, on the funded activities.�
 A key part of our own audit is to conduct�regular visits to�
the partners�.  This is mutually beneficial as it allows Street�
Child Africa to understand the impact of its funding, as well as�
giving the partner an opportunity to update our personnel.  Our�
relationships with partners have grown over the ten years that�
we have been working in Africa;�partnership agreements�
ensure that expectations and overall goals are managed, and�
our own�UK audit� ensures that donors are satisfied in the�
manner in which we handle donations and grants overseas.�
 In 2009, Street Child Africa is undergoing a further�
monitoring and evaluation exercise� to ensure that our�

funding is used as effectively as possible. This has been made�
possible by a particular capacity-strengthening grant from an�
American foundation.�

Do our partners feed the children?�

Hunger is a situation felt by street children every day.  In fact, it�
is one of the driving forces that leads them to the street.  Hunger�
on the street leads children to eating scraps from the street,�
from bins, from underneath market stalls, from abattoirs.  Of�
course, this food often leads to stomach upsets.�
  Despite this,�Street Child Africa’s partners do not feed�
children on the streets�.  Street children would then come to�
rely on the street workers who give them food, and it would�
hinder their chances of developing a trusting relationship with�
the worker. This is not to say that none of the money Street�
Child Africa sends out goes to feeding children.  Once the�
children leave the streets, the situation changes.�
  Some of our partners offer nutritional support through�
specific activities. Feeding programmes usually take place�
within refuges or family centres.  Our partners in Port Harcourt�
in Nigeria feed children at their�drop-in centre�, at�Street Girls�
Aid�in Ghana they offer food in the�house of refuge� and in the�
babycare clinics� and also ensure that young mothers are�
trained in how to access healthy nutritious meals for their�
babies. At�CAS�'s Hopeland farm in Ghana they encourage the�
teenagers to� learn to cook�and provide their own healthy�
meals. In Zambia both our partners�Friends of the Street�
Children� and�Rainbow Project� offer the children in the�
rehabilitation centres� food while they stay and prepare to�
return home.�

Frequently asked questions about street children�
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Calling all�
primary schools –�

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School�in Upminster�
did – and raised an amazing £4,411.70 last year and�
improved their spelling ages!  Pioneered by Carmel�

Armstrong and Angela Pavitt at St Joseph’s, our�
Spellathon is an excellent learning resource and a fun,�
functional fundraising idea.  You can raise as much or�

as little money as you have time for – we are really�
grateful for everything!�Stamford Green School� in�

Epsom took up the challenge in November and raised�
£2,437.32.�

Students challenge politicians at�
Street Child Africa’s 6�th� Form�

Conference�
Street Child Africa's second 6�th� Form Conference took�
place in October 2008 at the City of London School for�
Girls, where students from across London and the�
south-east of England questioned and challenged�
politicians from all main political parties about the�
effectiveness of the Millennium Development Goals in�
helping street children in Africa.�
 Keynote speeches were delivered by�Ivan Lewis MP�,�
Under Secretary of State for International Development,�
and his opposition spokesman,�Andrew Mitchell MP�.�Ian�
Taylor MP� led a very stimulating seminar on effective�
lobbying.  Other seminars discussed topics ranging from the�
impact of global trade on street children to child trafficking,�
and from using drama and story-telling to help street�
children, to organising gap-year volunteering in Africa.�

Moussa Sow�, Director of our Senegalese partner�Avenir�
de l’Enfant�explored the issues of working with street�
children, and�Professor David Simon� from Royal�
Holloway, University of London, provided the academic�
context necessary for a deeper understanding of the�
challenges facing Africa and its street children.  Students,�
teachers and supporters who attended the conference�
found the day stimulating and challenging:�

- Student, Ashcroft Technology Academy, London�

- Student, Wimbledon College, London�
Our thanks go to all our friends and supporters�

who helped us to organise this important day.  Particular�
thanks goes to staff and students from�Holy Cross School�
in New Malden and�Presdales School� in Ware,�
Hertfordshire, for really helping out during the day.�

Presdales School raise a record-breaking�
£14,230.22!�

Congratulations and many, many thanks go to the�
Student Charity Committee led by Year 12 students�
Finola and Jonny, pupils, teachers and parents at�
Presdales School� in Hertfordshire for this truly�
magnificent donation for our work with street children.�
The whole school, under the guidance of Headteacher�
Mrs Robinson, worked with enormous enthusiasm and�
commitment throughout 2008 to raise�
this record sum for Street Child�
Africa.  Well done everyone!�

Ashcroft students in advocacy�
project for Africa’s street children�

As well as being loyal and very successful fundraisers�
for Street Child Africa over the past three years,�
Ashcroft Technology Academy� pupils are working on�
an exciting joint project with Street Child Africa and the�
national education charity�Envision� to speak on behalf of�
Africa’s street children in local primary schools and�
community groups.  Year 12 students are learning about�
street children and being trained in presentation skills by�
Street Child Africa and Envision so that they can�
become the voice of Africa’s voiceless street children.�
Our thanks go to ATA students, to Deputy Headteacher�

Katie Yorke and teacher Jan Graves for their�
support of our work and their help�

with this project.�Calling all  students and teachers!�

We need you to help us raise awareness in�

your schools and colleges about Africa’s street�

children.  Can you help us to arrange an�

assembly presentation, lead a class or just talk�

at your school or college?  Please call Jacqui�

Hegarty in our Head Office or email her on�

jacqui@streetchildafrica.org.uk.�

Tony Robinson to meet Holy Cross student and teacher�

Two lucky winners of�Holy Cross School�’s�Time Team�
Raffle�will spend a day with our Patron�Tony Robinson� on�
site for the filming of his�Time Team� programme.  This raffle�
is part of Holy Cross School's Lenten fundraising project for�
Street Child Africa.  Holy Cross has been a consistent and�

loyal friend of our work with street�
children over the past years.  We are�
very grateful to Headteacher Tom�
Gibson, Head of R.E. Andrea Lucas and�
Sister Margaret.  Special thank you to�
Mr Robinson for organising this exciting�
opportunity.�

Left: Andrew�
Mitchell MP, Ivan�
Lewis MP and�
our Chairman�
Hilary Riddle�
surrounded by�
conference�
helpers from Holy�
Cross School�
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS�

The Albany Singers in Concert�
2�nd� April in Our Lady of Lourdes RC�

Church, Thames Ditton, Surrey�
To commemorate the 75�th� anniversary of the�

death of Sir Edward Elgar, the Albany�
Singers will perform a selection of his songs�
for female voices. Tickets at £8 each are in�
aid of Street Child Africa and available from�

Musicair, tel. 01932 244038 or online at�
www.musicair.co.uk.�

"Swishing” Evening�
23�rd� April in Teddington, Surrey�

"Swishing" takes its inspiration from the new�
craze for clothes swapping parties, where�

ladies bring some good-quality clothes they�
want to have sold, then browse and buy�

those brought by other people. Do join our�
happy swishers in aid of Street Child Africa!�

The 70s Night Extravaganza�
8�th� May in Imber Court,�
East Molesey, Surrey�

A night of glitz and glamour with "The Flairs",�
1970s tribute band teamed up with a big-�

screen DJ. Don your miniskirts, polish your�
platform boots, forget about that haircut and�
shave, and come and raise funds and fun�

for Street Child Africa!�

Rochester Diocese Walk�
4�th� July in Rochester, Kent�

A sponsored walk around the parishes in the�
area in aid of Street Child Africa - do join for�

a lovely day out!�

Moonlight Colourthon�
4�th� July in Southend-on-Sea�

Sponsored walk with a twist! This is a half-�
marathon walk by night wearing as colourful�
clothes as possible. How about doing it for�

Street Child Africa?�

The British 10K London Run�
12�th� July in Central London�

Time to run for street children in Africa�
again! We have six places available in this�
wonderful charity run past London's most�

famous historic landmarks. To reserve your�
place, please contact Jacqui on�

jacqui@streetchildafrica.org.uk or telephone�
our Head Office.�

Adidas Women’s 5K Challenge�
6�th� September in Hyde Park, London�

All ages and abilities welcome for a girls’ fun�
day out and picnic afterwards!�

Go to www.womenschallenge.co.uk for�
further details and registration; name Street�
Child Africa as your charity on your entry�

and we will receive a donation. Sponsorship�
forms available from Head Office.�

RECENT EVENTS�

Ollie King climbs Mount Kilimanjaro�
Our supporter Oliver King successfully completed a climb of Mount�
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in October 2008 raising funds for the�Street�
Child Africa Russell King Memorial Fund�. Ollie’s brother Russell was�
tragically killed in a car crash in 2007 and Ollie, his parents Jill and John�
King, their friends from Lodsworth in Sussex, and Ollie’s previous�
employer Air Cargo have raised a staggering�£17,000� for Street Child�
Africa in Russell’s memory. Ollie travelled through five climate zones to�
reach the summit, climbing for 21 consecutive hours on the last day.�
Amazing!�
 Ollie said,�‘Kilimanjaro was�

without doubt the greatest�
achievement of my life. This was�
an exhilarating and life-changing�
experience. Raising money for�
Street Child Africa in memory of�
my brother Russell made it very�
special'.�Thank you to Ollie and�
his parents and all the people�
who supported them in raising�
such an impressive sum!�

Mozart from scratch�
On a cold, wet Saturday night in January, Orpington Support�

Group held their latest fundraising activity for Street Child Africa –�
Mozart's Requiem from Scratch�. Three months earlier we printed�
posters and handbills which we displayed in churches and libraries. We�
approached all we knew who had any connection with a choir. On�
hearing a good singer in church I even asked if they would like to sing�
with us! We then waited for applications to roll in, together with the�
£5.00 entrance fee.�

The response was initially slow, but by the day of the concert we had�
a choir of over 80 plus an orchestra of 20. We gathered in the afternoon�
for our one rehearsal. You can imagine how we waited with baited�
breath for the first piece to be sung. Would people know it? Could they�
in fact sing?! Anne Greenidge, our inspirational conductor, lifted her�
baton and WOW – an  incredible sound echoed around the empty�
church. We had our choir. We had our concert.  �

It was a wonderful evening for both the audience and the singers�
and musicians. We were all amazed at the standard of the music. �

Many, many people were introduced to the work of Street Child�
Africa for the first time and the fantastic retiring collection of�£2,278.26�
made it so worthwhile. We are hoping to organise another scratch�
concert next year.� (By Jackie Low, Orpington Support Group)�

Tenth Anniversary celebrations conclude in a service of�
thanksgiving�
We were very pleased to�
welcome our Patron�Bishop�
Kieran Conry� to celebrate our�
10�th� Anniversary on 19�th� February�
2009 at Our Lady of Lourdes�
Church in Thames Ditton.�
 Guests included local MP�
and long-term supporter,�Ian�
Taylor�; Rabbi�Danny Rich�; the�
Mayor of Elmbridge,�Nigel�
Cooper�; and�Fr Hans Schrenk� from the Missionaries of Africa. The�
congregation was made up of friends of the charity, some of whom had�
been involved with us from the very beginning and many more who�
have been supporters over the years.  It was lovely to see so many�
people there.�
 Children from St Paul’s, the parish primary school, helped lead the�
singing. Pupils making up�The Newland House Djembe Ensemble�
provided accompaniment on authentic African drums, which added�
much to the celebratory atmosphere.�

On behalf of the charity, Chair of Trustees, Hilary Riddle, thanked all�
those who attended for their on-going support.  She said,�“On behalf of�
the street children who will never know the efforts you make, thank you.�
These children and young people value the incredible difference our�
African partners have made in their lives, and that is why we need your�
support to continue that work”.�

For the latest information on�
Street Child Africa events,�

please check our website on�
www.streetchildafrica.org.uk/events�
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Simply, it is a group of people who get together to support�
Street Child Africa.  Most groups begin because a few�
people with the determination to help street children get�
together and decide to do something to raise funds for�
them.  The groups start small and grow; in the words of�
one of our support group members,�“whatever you get,�
is more than you started with!”�

Our support groups across the UK do amazing�
things, and their resourcefulness and imagination in�
fundraising for street children is an inspiration.  From�
coffee mornings to concerts, and quilt-making to pig-�
racing, they provide a sustainable source of funds,�
they help to raise awareness, they provide�
communities with a common goal – and they can be�
great fun!�

We currently have support groups operating in�
eight location across the UK: in�Lewes�, East Sussex;�
Orpington�, Kent;�Upminster�and�Gidea Park� in�
Essex;�Osmotherley�, North Yorkshire;�Chorley�,�
Lancashire; the�Bishop Eton� area of Liverpool; and�
Bothwell�near Glasgow in Scotland. Please turn to�
page 6 of this newsletter to see what our Orpington�
support group has been doing over the last couple� of�
months.�

What exactly is a Street Child Africa Support Group?�
By Cara Cahill, Support Groups Co-ordinator�

A message from St Agnes’ Support Group�
in Eccleston, Chorley�

We are the newest support group for Street Child Africa, as�
our first committee meeting was held in early February�
2009, and our first fundraising clothes sale took place in�
February thanks to the kindness and support from Catherine�
(Line) and Jim (McCrossan) from the Bishop Eton Support�
Group.�
 Having heard Fr Patrick speak to us on two occasions,�
the enthusiasm within our very small parish was amazing and�
a subsequent parish meeting was well attended, when Jim�
and Catherine kindly came along to tell us more about�
running a group and the kinds of things that we could do, as�
well as providing us with clothes to hold our first sale.�
 From there we have set up a small committee which has�
already come up with a number of good ideas. Our first�
major fundraiser will happen in May and is to be a�“Ten�
Years Younger”�day with students from the local college and�
other practitioners  providing a variety of taster sessions for�
both men and women. We are aiming to focus our�
fundraising on different types of events from those already�
held in the parish, and are hoping to include the whole�
village population.�
 It’s early days but we are determined to translate our�
commitment and enthusiasm into funds to help the work�
of Street Child Africa.�

Liz Housden & others at St Agnes�

Here is how our newest group of supporters got�
started:�

If you and a group of friends would like�
to do something for Africa’s street�
children, then please contact our Support�
Groups Co-ordinator Cara Cahill on�
cara@streetchildaftrica.org.uk or 020�
8972 9820.�

Left: Recent Support Group�
efforts include these fabulous�
quilts made and raffled by�
our Orpington and Upminster�
Support Groups�

 �

They started with a�clothes sale� in February,�
and continue with a� lunch on Saturday, 9�th�

May�(Savina Geerinckx, our Interim Overseas�
Programmes Director, will speak about her�

experiences and about meeting our partners at�
the recent Nairobi workshop), a�Ladies' Lunch�
in July�, their�Annual Dinner in October� and a�
Musical Evening in November�. Please contact�
Cara on�cara@streetchildafrica.org.uk�for more�

information on any of the events.�

SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTERS�
Our loyal supporter Oliver King and his�
friends Adrian Freeman, Pete Hammond�

and John Muir are doing the�
3 Peaks Challenge�for the Street Child�

Africa Russell King Memorial Fund�
on 9�th� – 10�th� May 2009. Please support�

their attempt at climbing three mountains�
in 24 hours by sponsoring them on�

www.justgiving.com/�
russking3peakschallenge.�

Our long-term friend Kevin Mills and�
his hardy colleagues�Samantha Bonner,�
David Coates, Richard Harvey and Lucy�

Jackson�from Barclaycard International will�
be walking the 84 miles of�Hadrian’s Wall�

from 26�th� June 2009 in aid of�
Street Child Africa.  To sponsor Kevin�

and the team, visit their page on�
www.justgiving.com/lucyonthewall�.�

New Street Child Africa merchandise on offer�
Listening to our supporters' wishes, we have�
designed a�set of blank folded greeting cards�
depicting some of our wonderful photos of African�
children. A pack of 10 cards of 2 designs each�
costs�£4.00� per pack and can be easily used for�
any festive occasion, as thank-you notes,�
invitations, and the like. Please see the two cover�
photos on the left and use the order form (or a�
photocopy) on the reverse to order the cards.�
 We have revamped our popular�donation�
vouchers�, also illustrating some of our beautiful�
African photos, and now have them in�
denominations of�£5, £10, £25�and� £50.�
 We are also still selling our black Street�
Child Africa�t-shirts�, organic cotton�shopping�

bags� and our remaining African-themed�Christmas cards�. Please�
check our website for more information or ask the office to send you an�
illustrated order form.�
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Please complete this form and return it to�

q� I enclose a one-off donation of £.................�(please make cheques/postal orders payable�
to� ).�

q�I would like to donate regularly and have completed the�direct debit instruction� below.�
q�I do not require an acknowledgement for my donation.�

Street Child Africa�
Brabant House, Portsmouth Road�
Thames Ditton, Surrey, KT7 0EY�

Name(s) of account holder(s)�

Bank/building society account number�

Branch sort code�

4�

Originator’s identification number�

 To: The Manager               Bank/building society�

Name and address of your bank/building society�

 Address:�

    Postcode:�

 per month / quarter / year�
(delete as appropriate)�

 Date of payment:�(tick as appropriate�)�

1�st�q� or  15�th�q�of the month�

Instruction to your bank or building society:�
Please pay Street Child Africa Direct Debits from the account detailed in this�
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.  I�
understand that this instruction may remain with Street Child Africa and if so,�
details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society.�
 Signature(s):�

Date:�

2� 8� 7� 3� 1�

We do not share our supporters’ details with any third parties.�

YES, I would like to help street children in Africa�

Your details�
Title..............First name................................Surname.........................................................�

Address................................................................................................................................�

................................................................................Postcode..............................................�

E-mail...................................................................................................................................�

Tel.........................................................�

DIRECT DEBIT INSTRUCTION�

Merchandise Order�
Greeting cards� (size 100 x 152 mm)� ____ packs of 10 cards at�£4.00� / pack� £�

T-shirts:� size S�q�M�q�  L�q� XL�q� ____ t-shirts at�£7.50� each� £�

Donation vouchers:�in denominations of�
£5, £10, £25�or� £50�

____ vouchers in denominations of _______________� £�

Christmas cards:�Celebration�q� or�Nativity�q� ____ packs of 10 cards at�£2.00� / pack� £�

Organic cotton bags� ____ bags at�£3.50� each� £�

+ Postage and Packing� ____ number of items at�£0.50� / item�(excl. vouchers)� £�

Please send your payment by cheque or postal order�
together with your address and telephone number.� Merchandise Total Payment:� £�

Make your gift grow�
by a quarter at�

no extra cost to you�
q�I am a UK taxpaye�r and I�

want Street Child Africa to�
treat all donations I make�
to them on and after 6�th�

April  2002 as Gift Aid�
donations, until I notify�
them otherwise.�

 I pay an amount of income�
tax and/or capital gains tax at�
least equal to the tax Street�
Child Africa reclaim on my�
gifts (currently 25p/£).�

q�I  am�not� a UK taxpayer.�

The Direct Debit Guarantee� (� )�
·� This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take part in the Direct Debit Scheme. The efficiency and�

security of the Scheme is monitored and protected by your own Bank or Building Society.�
·� If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change�Street Child Africa� will notify you�10�working days in advance of your�

account being debited or as otherwise agreed.�
·� If an error is made by Street Child Africa or your Bank or Building Society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate refund from your branch of the�

amount paid.�
·� You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your Bank or Building Society. Please also send a copy of your letter to Street Child Africa.�

Amount of payment:�  £�

Reference (� )�
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