


Diary for May 
 

SERVICES   – Sundays: Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 8.00am 
  Family Communion and Sunday School at 9.45am 
 Wednesdays: Holy Communion at 9.30am 
Weekdays (except Mondays): Morning Prayer at 9.00am, Evening Prayer at 5pm 
 

Sunday 2nd 5th Sunday of Easter. Holy Baptisms at 12 noon 

Wednesday 5th First Wednesday Group outing to Hounslow Mosque 

Thursday 6th Polling Day 

Sunday 9th Christian Aid Sunday 
Parade Service at 9.45am followed by Traidcraft stall in Hall 
Youth Group in Hall 6.30-8.00pm 

Thursday 13th Ascension Day. Holy Communion at 8.00pm 

Sunday 16th Sunday after Ascension. Holy Baptisms at 12 noon 

Saturday 22nd Concert: Broadway comes to St Mary’s in Hall at 7.30pm followed by after show buffet 

Sunday 23rd Pentecost. Holy Baptisms at 12 noon 

Christian Aid week, May 9th-15th 
Our band of collectors will be collecting from 
all houses in the parish during Christian Aid 
Week. The money raised is used for medical, 
educational and sustainable agricultural 
projects in third world countries, to relieve 
suffering and to provide food for the people of 
the developing world. Please give generously. 

Mary Green, Christian Aid Representative 

 
Easter services remembered 
This Easter the parish experienced a 
memorable week of services, many of which 
were new to us, if not in content then certainly 
in format.  

Palm Sunday was a pleasant spring day and 
the service began in the parish hall and 
continued with a procession through Cloister 
Close, Udney Park and the churchyard. At the 
head of the 200-plus gathering was Trigger 
the grey „donkey‟, generously provided by 
Natalie O‟Rourke from Park Lane Stables, and 
ridden by a 5-year old „Jesus‟, followed by the 
choir and the Sunday school children waving 
palm branches. On the short walk, All glory, 
laud and honour was sung and witnessed by 
many bystanders and the service in church 
featured a dramatised reading of the Passion 
from St Luke‟s Gospel.  

During the Maundy Thursday (evening) 
service, commemorating Jesus‟ last supper 
with his disciples and his last night, spent in 
the garden of Gethsemane, the Vicar and his 
assistant priest Rosamond washed the feet of 
the congregation, the altars were stripped in 
preparation for the vigil, the choir sang a 
setting of Psalm 22 and a silent vigil was kept 

in the candlelit church until 10pm.  

The Good Friday Three Hour devotion began 

at noon with the sung Litany and Collect, 

followed by readings and hymns including a 

sung setting of the Passion narrative from St 

John‟s Gospel. A large wooden cross was 

unveiled and members of the congregation 

were invited to approach and venerate it. 

During the next hour‟s watch by the cross the 

Vicar reflected on the theme “Companionship 

in Christ”, interspersed with hymns and music. 

For the third hour the congregation was 

swelled by the arrival of the many children 

who had spent the past two hours in the hall 

for their annual Good Friday Happening (see 

below). With Rev Rosamond in charge, they 

led the congregation around the church to 

seven stations on Jesus‟ journey from 

condemnation to burial with children playing 

parts of Jesus, Mary, Pilate, Simon, Veronica 

and a very small Centurion in brief re-

enactments.  

On Easter Day at least seventy five people 

attended a 6.30am Eucharist, beginning out of 

doors with the lighting of the Easter Fire and 

the solemn placing of symbolic nails on the 

newly lit Paschal Candle and continuing inside 

with the renewal of Baptismal Vows and the 

sprinkling of holy water using freshly gathered 

rosemary sprigs. Over in the hall after the 

Eucharist, June Demont and her helpers 

provided a brilliantly coordinated and prepared 

full „English‟ breakfast plus Buck‟s Fizz and 

chocolate eggs. A fitting reward for the early 

risers! But the great gift of fellowship in both 

church and hall is how this writer will 

remember Easter Day at St Mary's. The final 

service of the week was the 9.45am Easter 

Day Eucharist which was a joyous and 

completely packed service, followed by an 

Easter Egg hunt in the churchyard. 

David Power, Alice Jacobs, Christabel Davies 
 

Full descriptions of these services are on the 
website 
 

Good Friday Happening 

This year‟s Happening began with prayers in 

the Hall led by Rev Rosamond McDowell. A 

bouquet was presented to Lesley Alexander, 

who with her stalwart team of helpers from 

Sunday School past and present, has done so 

much to make the Happening such a popular 

event. This was Lesley‟s last year in charge 

and she hopes that her successor will get as 

much enjoyment from organising it as she 

herself has done. 

After a picnic lunch, the hall became a hive of 

activity with various crafts including egg-cup 

painting, Easter bonnet and stained-glass 

window making, cookie decorating and 

origami. The children took many of these 

items with them into church for the final part of 

the happening when they pinned the paper 

crosses. on which they had written their 

prayers and confessions, to the wooden cross. 

Minnie Harris 

 
Lent course 

Who was this man – a political agitator? a 

defender of the poor? or was this person the 

long awaited Messiah? These were some of 

the facets of Jesus‟ ministry discussed and 

explored during our studies of the events 

leading from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. 

We considered how Jesus was viewed by the 

people at the time and what effect someone 

entering Jerusalem riding on a donkey and 

hailed with palm branches and loud Hosannas 

must have created. Jerusalem was full of 

visitors coming to celebrate Passover and the 

High Priests did not want trouble – this man 

was seen as a threat. The events of the week 

gradually unfolded culminating in the arrest, 

trial and crucifixion – and then – the Saturday 

when all seemed to be over.  

Our group spent a day at St Michael‟s 
Convent, Ham, where one of the Sisters led us 
through the sadness and grief of that day – a 
day of bereavement and exhaustion. We 
entered into that feeling and had space and 
silence to enjoy the gardens and early spring 
flowers whilst we pondered on those 
momentous events. At dawn on Sunday, as 
we know, all was changed and mourning 
turned to joy. The story still goes on and 
always there is something more we can learn 
from studying together strengthening our 
friendship one with another. 

Sheila Cooper 
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