The concert began with some lovely
confident singing by the newly formed (very)
junior church choir and continued with some
saxophone playing, both tenor and soprano,
a “geriatric” (her word, not mine) violinist,
and soprano duets and solos, accompanied
on the piano/organ by the church organist
Harold Lester, who also performed two
piano solos with remarkable delicacy. The
concert raised £687 which when added to
the £1,052 collected after Sunday services
meant that the wonderful sum of £1,740,
much of it gift-aided, was sent to Tearfund
for their Haiti Appeal.. Many thanks to all the
performers and all the donors for being so
generous with their time and money.

Susan Jacobs

Parish Electoral Roll Revision

The Roll is being updated during the next
six weeks. Those who have recently
changed their address and/or name on
marriage should - please - check that these
details are recorded on the old Roll, a copy
of which is on the notice board at the back
of Church. New members of the
congregation and those who have reached
the age of 16 since the Roll was prepared
last March/April will, we hope, wish to

express their commitment to our Church by
being included on the Roll.

Forms are on the table at the back of the
Church where | will be available to deal with
any queries. Alternatively, please contact
me - the Electoral Roll Officer — on 8977

3990.
June Hill

Lent

Back in Saxon times, a month
Was MONATH. Furthermore,

A LENCTEN meant a ‘lengthening’,
And LENCTENMONATH saw
The lengthening of daylight hours
And better times ahead.

But that word was too long for us,
We called it March instead.
March is now upon us

And February spent,

The period of remembrance

And of fasting, which is LENT.
Peter Venables

And Remember...
...clocks go forward on
27th March.
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much in terms of natural enthusiasm and
abilities. Their exuberance was utterly
infectious and | came back feeling very
inspired. It's amazing to think that the Anglican
church in such a remote and forgotten corner
of the world can be so vibrant.

I'm therefore very passionate about the
Diocese of London’s Lent Appeal for 2010
which is aiming to raise £70,000 for ALMA’s
Children. Let me explain the acronym. ALMA
stands for Angola

London Mozambique

Association  and

represents the link

that London has with

the Anglican

dioceses of Angola and Mozambique. But
ALMA is more than an acronym because in
Portuguese it means ‘soul’ and the link is
about developing deep relationships between
churches and communities in the three
countries. This parish was one of the first
churches to develop an individual link with
another parish in Mozambique when ALMA
started in 1998. And | very much hope to
encourage new links that enable visits to
happen in both directions.

ALMA’s Children is a fund which supports
projects targeted at helping the young as
identified by our partners in Angola and
Mozambique. A few startling statistics reveal
why this is so vital:

Lent Appeal 2010

This is a photo | took last year on my trip to Mozambique.
It encapsulates the joy | experienced in every church |
visited, a joy expressed by old and young alike in singing,
dancing and rhythm. These children have so little in one
sense, and yet so much in another. So little in terms of
material wealth and educational opportunities, yet so

e Population under the age of 15 - UK
16.7%, Mozambique 46.9%, Angola 48%

o 34.3% of children in Mozambique between
6 and 17 are not attending school

e 31% boys and 41% girls in Angola are not
enrolled at primary school

The poster for the Appeal shows a young boy

watering the cabbages in his school garden.

Prior to 2007 there was no school. Neither

was there water. Daily life, before the ALMA’s

Children Chihunzuine project, involved a long

trek to fetch water. Now a solar powered pump

draws water from the 100-metre borehole into

storage tanks and the new school flourishes —

like the children and the vegetables.

| urge you to give generously to support
projects like these which transform lives and
communities. Gift Aid envelopes will be
available in church throughout Lent. Cheques
should be made out to ‘Church of St Mary with
St Alban (ALMA). Or you can give online:
www.justgiving.com/almalent10

Many thanks
Joe Moffatt

March Highlights

Mothering Sunday is on March 14t Do come
along to our Family Parade Service, when our
Junior Choir will be performing for the first time,
alongside the St Mary’s and St Peter's School
Choir. Daffodils will be distributed to all children
to give to their much-deserving mothers.




Passion Sunday is on March 21st, The passion
of Christ has inspired some of the best music
ever composed. So during the service an
expanded choir will be singing a selection of
well-known classics from Bach, Handel and
Mozart. We would love to hear from singers
who would like to join the choir for this
occasion. Rehearsals will be in church on
March 5t 12t & 190 from 6.30-7.30pm.
Please contact our director of music if you are
interested (see back page).

The Launch Party for our new church Youth
Group is also on March 21st 6-8pm in the
Parish Hall. This will include a pizza making-
demo by one of Jamie Oliver's chefs plus
music, table-tennis and chat. All young people
aged 10-16 (years 6-11) are invited to come
along. It would be particularly good to see
anyone interested in confirmation and those
who used to come to Sunday School. This is a
free event but please let the vicar know if
you’re coming.

Palm Sunday is on March 28!, This service
will begin in the Parish Hall at 9.45am where
we will bless and distribute palm crosses,
before processing behind a real live donkey
through Udney Park, across the bottom of
Ferry Road and up through the churchyard
into St Mary’s. There will also be a dramatised
reading of the passion narrative in Luke’s
gospel. | hope you will join us for this dramatic
re-enactment of the beginning of Holy Week.

More information about the rest of Holy Week
will follow in the April newsletter but the dates
and times of services can be found in the Diary.

Parish Quiet Day

at St Michael's Retreat House,
Ham Common

Wednesday 17t March, 10am-4pm
£5.00 and a packed lunch. All welcome

Please book via Parish Office:
020 8943 2262

Further details: Christabel Davies
020 8255 3837

BIG SWAP TEA
PARTY

in Parish Hall,

9 Langham Rd

= on Sunday 7t March
ZallLN f1om 2,30 to 4.30pm
e enjoy a fairly traded cuppa and cake
with friends
help celebrate 100 years of Guiding
pledge to SWAP to Fairtrade goods
see what's available on Traidcraft stall
spread the Fairtrade word
all welcome, small voluntary donation
towards costs

Susan Jacobs
8943 0503
Traidcraft Rep

Kathy Gold
8977 8668
Guide Leader

The Lent Course

continues on Wednesday mornings looking at
the final week of Jesus’ earthly life. On 3rd, 10th
and 24t the sessions are in the Mina Hogan
room from 10.30am-12noon and include time
for learning, discussion and silent prayer. All
are welcome. The penultimate session, on
March 17, will take the form of a parish Quiet
Day at St Michael's Retreat House on Ham
Common and will last from 10am-4pm. All are
welcome to this too regardless of attendance
at the Lent Course. Please book with the
Parish Office (£5.00 plus packed lunch).

Susan Jacobs

Come and join us!

The brand new St Mary’s Singers, are starting
rehearsals now for their first show on 22nd
May: From Broadway to St Mary’s (songs from
the musicals). We need lots of singers, plus
back stage helpers. All ages and abilities
welcome - there are no auditions to join. We
meet every Tuesday at 8pm in the Church or
Parish Hall. It's great fun — put a slot in your
diaries and come along!

Esther Hammond (8977 5844)

St Mary Teddington Bells

had a special reason to support the Haiti
Earthquake Appeal because one of their
regular ringers, Jean Blanc, and his wife
Marie were born and spent their childhood

on a hastily arranged concert in church —
Ringing for Haiti — on February 7t . A large
audience was treated to a feast of informal,
very varied and joyful music-making. Our
seven ringers performed several delightful

there before
Teddington.

Under the baton of Sheila Insley, SMTB put

eventually coming to

medleys, most of which were arrangements
by Sandra Winter, who came a long way to
attend and who played a magical solo slot
herself, using no fewer than 20 handbells.

SERVICES -  Sundays:

Wednesdays: Holy Communion at 9.30am
Weekdays (except Mondays): ~ Morning Prayer at 9.00am, Evening Prayer at 5pm

Wednesday 3 Lent Course in Mina Hogan Room at 10.30-12noon
Sunday 7t Third Sunday of Lent
Holy Baptism at 12 noon
Big SWAP Tea Party in Parish Hall at 2.30-4.30pm
Wednesday 10t Lent Course in Mina Hogan Room at 10.30-12noon
Sunday 14t Mothering Sunday
Family Parade Service and presentation of flowers at 9.45am
Tuesday 16t PCC meeting in Mina Hogan room at 7.45pm
Wednesday 17t Parish Quiet Day at St Michael's Retreat House, Ham Common 10-4
NB - No Holy Communion at 9.30am
Sunday 21st Passion Sunday
Music and Readings for Passiontide during 9.45am service
Launch Party for new church Youth Group in Parish Hall 6-8pm
Wednesday 24t Last Lent Course in Mina Hogan room 10.30-12noon
Saturday 27t Churchyard Clear and Tidy up. Volunteers needed (with tools) from 9.30am Coffee
and biscuits provided.
Sunday 28th Palm Sunday. Start of Holy Week
Procession with palms and donkey through park during 9.45am service and
dramatised reading of Luke’s passion narrative.
Mon-Wed 29t-31st  Morning Prayer at 9am; Holy Communion at 9.30am; Evening Prayer at 5pm;
Compline at 9pm
Looking ahead to April

Diary for March

Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 8.00am
Family Communion and Sunday School at 9.45am

Maundy Thursday 1st Holy Communion with washing of feet at 8pm followed by stripping of altars

Good Friday 2nd

Easter Day 4th

and vigil until 10pm

Church open for silent prayer 9am; Walk of witness to Green outside
Methodist church at 10.10am followed by United Service on the Green at
10.30am. Sunday School Happening in the Hall 11.45am-2pm. Three Hour
Service - Liturgy 12-1pm, Addresses and Hymns 1-2pm, Family Service 2-3pm

Easter Vigil, Lighting of Fire and First Communion 6.30am
Followed by cooked breakfast and Bucks Fizz
Family Communion followed by Easter Egg Hunt at 9.45am






