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Vicar’s  Viewpoint  
On June 20th the new St Mary’s Parish 
Visiting Team was commissioned during the 
Patronal Festival. The eight members of the 
team attended two full days of training run by 
a very experienced couple who have helped 
many parishes in the diocese extend their 
pastoral work. As a vicar who likes to visit, but 
struggles to find the time, I am delighted that 
this ministry is being shared by a group of very 
caring and sensitive people with a lot of good 
intuition and common sense (qualities that 
came out in our training exercises). The 
simplest and shortest of visits can make the 
difference between someone feeling neglected 
and someone feeling that they have been 
noticed, listened to and valued. 

So what is the role of a Parish Visitor?  

It is not to be a substitute for a vicar, a 
social worker, a counsellor, a handyman 
or a shopper. 

It is simply to offer friendship and a 
personal connection to the church and 
the local community.  

It is primarily to make social calls, to 
listen, to answer practical questions 
about the church and to befriend.  

Visitors will always phone first to check 
that someone would like a visit and 
arrange a suitable time. 

What will they do? 

Keep in touch with sick or elderly 

parishioners who may be housebound or 
feel isolated, on a monthly basis. 

Visit families just before baptism services, 
as a follow-up to our baptism preparation 
evenings and then be part of the 
welcome during the baptism service itself. 

Visit the bereaved, if requested by the 
clergy after the post-funeral visit, on a 
monthly basis if desired. 

Visit newcomers to the church who have 
indicated on a welcome card that they 
would like a visit. 

If you would be interested in joining the 
team when we next offer a training course, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S h e i l a  o n 
pastoral@stmarywithstalban.org or myself 
on 8977 2767. Likewise, if you would like 
to request a visit, either for yourself, or 
someone you know, please be in touch. 

Joe Moffatt 
 

Cyril Shaw 
Cyril Shaw, MBE, our 
friendly, hard working 
a n d  o m n i s c i e n t 
verger, celebrates his 
80th birthday this 
month. Since his 
retirement from full 
time “paid” work he 
has devoted countless 
hours to maintaining 
beautifully the church 
and churchyard as well as, during the 
interregnum, the Vicarage, and now, since 
Joe’s appointment as Vicar, he is formally our 
Verger. 

Cyril likens this role to acting as Stage 
Manager, Front of House Manager and 
Security Escort. In practice this means being 
the first to arrive and the last to leave the 
church most days, ensuring everything is 
properly presented for every service – correct 
liturgical colours in use, altar tables correctly 
dressed, including candles, and correct 
vestments laid out – and then escorting 
officiating clergy to their correct positions for 
each element of every service. 

Teenage years spent as a Cathedral chorister 
(Southwell Minster), senior server and crosier 
meant he was able to take on full “verging” 
duties there at short notice when asked by the 
then Dean and we are happily benefiting from 
this specialised expertise of his acquired over 

60 years ago. 

Other calls on Cyril’s time, energy and 
organisational skills are (or have been) Henley 
Royal Regatta, rugby refereeing rotas and 
adjudicating VAT tribunals (for which work he 
was appointed MBE in this year’s Queen’s 
Birthday Honours) – varied activities, which so 
far fortunately, he has managed not to muddle 
up with verging... 

Susan Jacobs  

 
Parish Registers 
Holy Baptisms – We welcome into Christ’s 
Church: 

16 May: Edward Benedict, son of Zara Mullick 
and James La Frenais; Juliette Elise, daughter 
of Rachel and Jonny Gardner 

23 May: Amelia Sophie, daughter of Katherine 
and Nicholas Waring; Max, son of Zoe and 
John Eckford 

13 June – Thomas Alexander Edward, son of 
Susie and Nick Barnett 

Wedding – We wish every blessing on the 
marriage of: 

12 June: Alice Wilkinson and Richard Perry 

Funerals – We remember with thanksgiving 
the lives of: 

9 June: Jack Wooding, aged 89 

18 June: Charlie Turner, aged 91 
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Calendar for 2011 
Calling all photographers – we are 
designing an A4 calendar for 2011 which 
will be on sale from September onwards. If 
you would like to donate a photograph you 
have taken of Teddington for possible 
inclusion, please email your image to 
calendar@stmarywithstalban.org by 11th 
July. For high quality reproduction we will 
need high resolution images. 

Amanda Rymel 

Parish Visiting Team 
l. to r. back row: Patricia Richards, Alice Jacobs, 
Anne Johnson, Hilary Adamson. 
front row: Julia Hornsby, Pamela Bryant, Sheila 
Cooper (co-ordinator), Tricia Rawson 
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Diary for July 
 

SERVICES  – Sundays: Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 8.00am 
  Family Communion and Sunday School at 9.45am 
 Wednesdays: Holy Communion at 9.30am 
Weekdays (except Mondays): Morning Prayer at 9.00am, Evening Prayer at 5pm 
 

Thursday 1st Adult Confirmation course in Parish Office, 8-9pm 

Sunday 4th  Fifth after Trinity 

Wednesday 7th First Wednesday Club in Mina Hogan Room, 12.30-2pm 
Topic: Outreach and communication 

Thursday 8th  Adult Confirmation course in Parish Office, 8-9pm 

Saturday 10th  Italian Wine Tasting Evening, Parish Hall, 7.15-10.30pm 

Sunday 11th Sea Sunday 
Parade Service at 9.45am followed by Traidcraft sale in Hall 
Youth Group in Parish Hall, 6.30-8pm 

Tuesday 13th PCC meeting in Mina Hogan room, 7.45pm 

Wednesday 14th Young people’s Confirmation course in Parish Hall, 5.30-6.30pm 

Sunday 18th Seventh after Trinity 

Tuesday 20th Baptism preparation evening in Mina Hogan room, 8pm 

Saturday 24th Marriage Blessing Service at 12.30pm 
Marriage Blessing Service at 3pm 

Sunday 25th St James the Apostle 
Holy Baptisms at 12 noon 

My Review of 
Songs from the 
Musicals 
When I first sat down in 
the Church Hall I 
immediately noticed the 
beautiful display above 
the shiny curtain. Next 
the bell-ringers started 
to play a variety of 
different pieces of music 
including one of my 
favourite songs Over the 
Rainbow. After that our 
host Fred Squire came 
out and introduced 
himself and the next 
musical My Fair Lady. I think both songs were 
amazing, especially Wouldn’t it be loverly, 
sung by Alice Jacobs. Next was Show Boat 
and after that Joseph. In Close every door I 
think the junior choir did very well because 
that song is quite hard to sing. My favourite 
song out of them all has to be Chim Chim 
Cher-ee, which Tom Dalton sang beautifully. 
In Sunrise Sunset I think the costumes were 
really good and you could see how the song 
went with them. In One day More, St Mary’s 
Vicar – Joe – did a brilliant job at singing. 
Overall it was a marvellous show with 
marvellous singers. 

Ana Patterson, aged 10 
PS: The buffet afterwards was lovely, specially 
the sausage rolls. 

 
Supper Talks 
Relating to God was the theme of our first 
Supper Talk on 8 June. Joe Moffatt has 
organised 3 introductory Supper Talks. The first 
was attended by 27 people from both inside and 
outside the parish. They are open to everyone, 
to engage in challenging thought and discussion 
amongst informal, friendly company whilst 
enjoying a meal and glass or two of wine. 

Joe opened the event with a talk Experiencing 
the Presence of God and how He touches our 
lives, as well as times when we feel that God 
may be absent from us. Then each group 
discussed questions regarding experiences of 

God in our own lives. 

The second talk was entitled God as Trinity in 
Scripture, Prayer, Worship & Love and also 
covered God in Christ and creation. The groups 
discussed two issues: how we visualise God 
and, if God’s creation is good, how do we relate 
to why terrible things happen. 

Throughout we were provided with delicious food 
created by Richard Perry, a professional caterer 
and his fiancée, Alice Wilkinson, just five days 
before their wedding at St Mary’s. This was a 
wonderful evening of discussion, fellowship and 
food, which we hope will be the first of many. 

Melanie Woodcock 

 
Money matters 
In May there were many calls on our purses 
and a great deal of money was raised for 
several good causes: 

the results of the Christian Aid Appeal from 
house-to-house collections, Sunday 
morning Offertory, Brownies, Guides and 
Rainbows collections and a donation of £50 
meant that our total raised as a parish 
reached £3,000; 

Joyce Skerrett, who has just entered her 
tenth decade, took part in a 10km Fun Run/
Walk in Richmond Park in aid of Ankylosing 
Spondylitis and was sponsored to the tune 
of over £400, £270 of which came from St 

Mary’s parishioners; 

Sue Lindenberg, ran the London Marathon 
in support of the League of Friends of 
Teddington Memorial Hospital and has met 
her target of raising £2,000 plus. Sue 
achieved this remarkable feat despite 
becoming tangled up with another runner at 
the 17 mile mark, falling heavily and 
cracking a thigh bone.  Somehow she 
managed to finish (albeit walking the last 9 
miles) despite this injury and was on 
crutches for a while; 

and, belatedly, we can report that the 
Lenten Appeal in aid of ALMA raised 
£1,234. 

Many of the donations were gift aided which, 
provided one is a UK taxpayer, is always 
encouraged and all the recipients/runners/
walkers are immensely grateful for the 
generosity they have been shown. 

Susan Jacobs 

Teddington in Flower 
The Teddington Society’s annual open 
gardens afternoon in June was blessed with 
warm and sunny weather which meant there 
was a constant stream of happy visitors 
enjoying the delights of perfect roses, 
immaculate lawns and fascinating imaginative 
variety in nine different venues. St Mary’s 
churchyard is an honorary “garden” for these 
purposes and the church is also open for 
visitors. The many who came were treated to 
two half-hour recitals by the Handbell ringers 
which gave great pleasure and which created 
a lot of interest. The churchyard itself was 
decked out with tables and chairs, with some 
gravestones acting as extra seating, and June 
and Josie with their band of helpers provided 
teas, cakes, scones and biscuits all afternoon. 
The atmosphere was busy, lively and sociable 
and the results of all their hard work raised 
£345 for the charity Home Start. 

Susan Jacobs 

St Mary’s Singers with (left) Accompanist Helen Thresh and (right) Director Janet Williams  




