Come and join us!

The new St Mary’s Singers, are having fun and
going strong, with rehearsals of Songs from
the Shows, to be performed on 22nd May.
More singers are very welcome, no auditions!
Join us on Tuesdays at 8pm in the Parish Hall.

Esther Hammond 8977 5844

Big Swap Tea Party

On a lovely sunny, cold Sunday afternoon
during Fairtrade Fortnight the Guides hosted a
tea party in the church hall. It was a
resounding success.

The aim of the event was to encourage people
to seek out and buy Fairtrade products
whenever they shop, so guests were offered
tea, coffee, fruit juice and home-made cakes
and biscuits — all Fairtrade. The final cup of
tea poured was number 192, meaning the
Guides EASILY met and surpassed their
challenge of serving 100, in recognition of this
year's centenary of Guiding.

The Traidcraft stall, tea quiz, display boards,
and Fairtrade Foundation information leaflets
all generated much interest and eighteen
families signed the sheet pledging to “go
Fairtrade” as much as practicable. Perhaps
many more could follow their example, in the
supermarket and/or at the regular Traidcraft
stalls held in the hall after Sunday church

from the voluntary donations, for which many
thanks.

Susan Jacobs, Traidcraft Rep. 8943 0503

Parish Registers

Holy Baptisms — We welcome into Christ's Church:
28 February: Evie, daughter of Helen and Mark
Samuel; Poppy Elizabeth Jane, daughter of Pamela
and Simon Roose.

7 March: Thomas Alexander and Sophie Amelia;
twin son and daughter of Emma and Gavin
Donaldson.

Funerals — We remember with thanksgiving the
lives of:

2 February: Robert Cawley.

12 March: Andrew Kent.

16 March: Peggy Randall; Philip Tyrer.

19 March: Frank Emes.

Come to
The Happening!
for children of all ages
on
Good Friday, 2nd April 2010
from 11.45am to 3.00pm

4 11.45-12.00 Opening act of worship in the
Hall

4 12.00-12.30 Packed Lunch

4 12.30-2.00 Craft Activities
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Vicar’s Viewpoint

Six months in and I'm regularly being asked whether | feel settled now in
Teddington. The answer is a very definite yes. It's almost worrying how
easy it has been to adjust to suburban life! But it has a lot to do with a
very friendly community and beautiful open spaces that very quickly
restore the soul.

Nevertheless, | won't feel entirely settled into
the parish until | have experienced the full
annual round of worship and events. And in
particular, it's difficult to say | feel fully
established until I've been through my first
Holy Week and Easter. This is the week above
all weeks that defines a Christian community.
And it has to be experienced rather than

simply described.

This is when churches should really come
alive with all the drama of that remarkable last
week in the life of Christ: public processions
with palms and a donkey; the washing of feet
and the sharing of bread and wine at the Last
Supper; vigils of prayer in the garden of
Gethsemane; carrying the cross through the

Holy Week and Easter Services

Parish Hall

Palm Sunday March 28  8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Family Communion with Palm & Donkey Procession starting from

parade services?

After deductions to cover costs, the Guides
and Traidcraft Exchange received £100 each

4 2.15-3.00 Family Service in Church
‘Many of the craft activities will be in preparation for
the Good Friday Family Service at 2.15 as well as
Easter itself.’
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Mon-Wed March 29-31

Maundy Thursday April 1
Good Friday April 2

Easter Day April 4

9.00am Morning Prayer

9.30am Holy Communion

5.00pm Evening Prayer

9.00pm Sung Compline

8.00pm Holy Communion with washing of feet and vigil until 10.00pm

9.00am Church open for silent prayer

10.05am Walk of Witness from outside Parish Hall to the green opposite the
Hospital.

10.30am United Service on the green followed by silent vigil until 11.30am
11.45am The Happening in the Parish Hall craft activities for children of all ages
[see box on page 4]

12 noon The Three Hours Devotion

12.00-12.45pm The Good Friday Liturgy

12.45-2.15pm Hymns & Addresses by the Revd Joe Moffatt

2.15-3.00pm Family Service

All are welcome to come and go at any stage during the Three Hours

6.30am The Easter Liturgy a dawn service with the kindling of the new fire, the
blessing of the paschal candle and the first Eucharist of Easter, followed by cooked
breakfast and bucks fizz in the Parish Hall

9.45am Family Communion followed by Easter egg hunt




streets; the instruments of torture; the last
words; the starkness of the cross; the
emptiness of that time between death and
resurrection....and then, the exciting discovery
of the empty tomb, the greeting of a new
dawn, the lighting of a fire, the candle that
lightens up a darkened church, that enlightens
a community darkened by loss and fear, the
celebration of new life in the waters of
baptism, in the sharing of a meal, in the
singing of hymns, in the breaking of the
Lenten fast, in the giving of gifts and in
greeting one another in joy.

These are the experiences | remember from
previous churches going right back to
childhood. And they have stayed with me far
longer than any sermon I've heard or book
that I've read. It's not possible to sum these
experiences up in a simple ‘Easter message’.
Proclaiming that ‘Jesus died for our sins’
doesn’t do it for me as a statement by itself.
The mystery of salvation in the Easter story is
a drama that has to be entered into. It is a
drama that we can all relate to with its themes
of love and betrayal, joy and suffering, loss
and new life. It is a drama that can shape a
pattern of living that can change the world. But
we have to enter into it. It can't be done by
words alone.

So | very much look forward to experiencing
this week alongside all who join us at St
Mary’s. May it bring transformation to our lives
and a new depth to our sense of community.

Best wishes
Joe Moffatt

Teddington Lifeboats

On Wednesday 24th February Her Majesty the
Queen visited Tower Lifeboat Station as part
of a whistle-stop tour of the city of London
where she met behind-the-scenes workers
integral to keeping the City functioning.

Whilst at Tower Lifeboat Station she met
lifeboat crew members and fundraisers from
the four Thames lifeboat stations -
Teddington, Chiswick, Tower and Gravesend
— whose mission is to save lives on the tidal
reaches of the River Thames.

Crew Members from each of the lifeboat

stations were introduced to The Queen
including 12 members from Teddington. The
Queen was interested to hear that three of the
five busiest lifeboat stations were Thames
inland stations and she was pleased to see a
number of female crew members.

As one of the volunteer crew members from
Teddington | was very proud to be present at
the Queen’s visit and be able to show her
some of the work we do. It was a great
experience and one that everyone who
attended was immensely proud of.

The RNLI has operated lifeboat stations
around the coast of the UK and Republic of
Ireland since 1824 and lifeboat stations were
established on the Thames in 2002.
Collectively they provide search and rescue
cover over 216 miles of the tidal Thames and
reach up to Hampton Court.

If you are interested in joining the Teddington
crew please contact Malcolm Miatt on 07802
910942.

Jonathan Rymel

Mothering Sunday

The Mothering Sunday service is always a
popular one, but this year it reached new
heights - standing room only with Vicar Joe in
control. The service began with a parade of
the uniformed organisations - Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Rainbows, Brownies and Guides.

The Junior Church Choir and the Infant and
Junior Choirs of St Mary and St Peter’s School
sang a charming selection of seasonal songs.
The Scouts gave the readings, and the Guides
and Brownies led the prayers, all of them
beautifully read.

Vicar Joe’s sermon was quite a surprise. Very

few of us will forget the shop dummy (aka
“Teddington Supermum”) which the vicar
adorned with apron, duster, rubber gloves,
tennis racquet, sunglasses, pashmina,
briefcase and hard-hat, to sum up the multi-
faceted life of the modern mother. His point
was, though, that mothers should be loved for
being themselves, a point appreciated by the
hard-hat and sunglass wearing faction of the
congregation.

Thanks must go to all the dedicated choir
leaders whose hard work had such splendid
results, and to the team of part-time florists
who made up the posies which were given to
all the mothers present.

Nick Harris

An AGM with a Difference

It is easy to assume that AGM’s will not be a
thrill a minute, unless something highly
contentious is brewing. This not being the
case, there may seem little incentive to come
to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on
April 27t But this is a meeting with a
difference, the difference being that it will be
conducted with a very light touch over a
delicious two-course meal served by our much
-loved catering team. The style will be much
more social than business-like.

Elections of wardens and PCC will be held as

people sit down at tables with wine and
nibbles. Succinct reports will be served after a
hearty main course. And the Vicar's thoughts
for the coming year will be whisked up after a
dainty dessert, all to be digested over coffee.

So we very much encourage all parishioners
and members of the congregation to attend. It
promises to be both fun and informative.

Annual Parochial
Church Meeting
With Supper
St Mary’s Parish Hall
Tuesday 27" April, 7.30pm

Two-course supper with wine
Suggested £5 donation
(pay at the supper)

Book places via June Demont 8977 1761

Parish Electoral Roll

Names can be added to Roll until Sunday, 11t
April. If you would like to add your name or
amend any details please do so before then.
Forms are available from June Hil, the
Electoral Roll Officer, on 8977 3990, or inside
the church.

Diary for April

Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 8.00am

Family Communion and Sunday School at 9.45am
Wednesdays: Holy Communion at 9.30am

Weekdays (except Mondays): ~ Morning Prayer at 9.00am, Evening Prayer at 5pm

SERVICES -  Sundays:

Wednesday 7t No Holy Communion
No First Wednesday Club
Sunday 11th 2nd Sunday of Easter
Saturday 17t Blessing of Marriage 2pm
Sunday 18t 3d Sunday of Easter
Baptism 12 noon
Saturday 24t Pastoral Visitors Course — 10am-4pm
Sunday 25t 4t Sunday of Easter
Baptism 12 noon
Tuesday 27t Annual Parochial Church Meeting with Supper — 7.30pm






