‘See It Through’

When you’re up against a trouble,
Meet it squarely, face to face;

Life your chin and set your shoulders,
Plant your feet and take a brace.
When it’s vain to try to dodge it,

Do the best that you can do;

You may fail, but you may conquer,
See it through!

Black may be the clouds about you
And your future may seem grim,
But don’t let your nerve desert you;
Keep yourself in fighting trim.

If the worst is bound to happen,
Spite of all that you can do,
Running from it will not save you,
See it through!

Even hope may seem but futile,
When with troubles you’re beset,
But remember you are facing

Just what other men have met.
You may fail, but fall still fighting;
Don’t give up, what’re you do;
Eyes front, head high to the finish.
See it through!

Edgar Guest’s poem read at Joe’s funeral.

Parish Registers

Holy Baptism — We welcome into Christ’s
Church:

28 June: Charlie Alexander, son of Daniel
and Joanna Earp

Funeral — We remember with thanks-giving
the life of:

3 July: Arthur Joseph Haskings

Blessing on the marriage of:

27 June: Boutaina Siddle and Ross Cansick

Earth-bound

At a village costume party for children, a
police officer was stationed at the door,
with instructions not to admit any adults.
Then an excited woman came running up to
the door and demanded admission. “My
child is in there as a butterfly, but she has
forgotten her wings!”

“Can’t help it,” replied the officer, “orders
are orders. She’ll have to stay a caterpillar.”

First Love
Young bride in tears: “You love cricket
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more than me!

Honest husband: “Maybe so, but look at it
this way: I love you more than I love
rugby.”

C N Services

SERVICES:

VICAR:

SUNDAYS: Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 8.00am
Family Communion (Common Worship) and Sunday School (most Sundays
during term time) at 9.45am

CHURCH WARDENS: Sheila Cooper, 3 Thelma Grove, Teddington TW11 9AQ (8977 7206)
Jeremy Bryan, 71 Clarence Road, Teddington TW11 0BN (8977 3055)

SUNDAY SCHOOL: sundayschool@stmarywithstalban.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Harold Lester (8878 0021)
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR & HALL BOOKINGS: Gillian Burgess (8943 2262)

Harris (8943 2025)

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stmarywithstalban.org

CHURCH SCHOOL: St Mary’s and St Peter’s, Somerset Road, Teddington
Headteacher John Logan (8943 0476)

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: Susan Jacobs (8943 0503), Veronica Baker (8255 7178) and Minnie
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From the Churchwardens

August, a ‘school’s out’” month and many
things held in suspension, as it were, before
everything kicks in again at the beginning
of September. On 22nd August we have a
service to commemorate Stephen Hales
who was ordained 22nd August 1709 and
served as priest in charge of Teddington for
50 years. More details of his life and the
service are in the Newsletter.

In the parish, work on the vicarage
refurbishment is nearing the end and our
new vicar will be moving in with his wife
and family during the month. On Sundays
during August the choir have a break but
church services continue as usual and we
look forward to, perhaps, meeting visitors
on holiday in the area as well as our own
church family. Jerry and I would like to
thank everyone for supporting and helping
us during the eleven months of interregnum
that will finish on 2nd September when
Rev. Joe Moftatt is inducted into his post of
Vicar at St Mary with St Alban’s.

It has been a learning curve for all of us and
we have been grateful for the clerical
support of Rev. Alex Walter and Rev.
Geoffrey Clarkson who have taken most of
our Sunday services during this time. They
have been a great source of encouragement
to both of us.

There has been an increased use of the
parish website during this year and many
enquiries regarding weddings, baptisms and
family history queries have originated as a
result. The website has just celebrated its

second anniversary and is constantly
changing due to our dedicated team. If you
have not yet looked at the site we would
recommend that you do. The address can be
found on the back page of the newsletter.

We continue to pray for the local
community and for the wider world, we
pray also that financial and employment
concerns will lessen; everyone is touched
by these difficult problems and life is very
hard for many. Perhaps one Sunday you
may join us at our family service, you will
be very welcome. The church is there for
all of us and its calm and peaceful
atmosphere helps us to rest awhile from
everyday worries and concerns.

May God bless you all.
Sheila Cooper & Jeremy Bryan

Stephen Hales (1677 —1761)
Tercentenary Celebration

On 22nd August 2009, we are celebrating
the 300th anniversary of the start of
Stephen Hales’ ministry in the Parish of St
Mary, Teddington.

A service has been arranged by the Stephen
Hales’ Society, which will take place in St
Mary with St Alban’s Parish Church at
4.30pm, preceded by tea in the Parish Hall
from 3.00pm onwards. If you would like
tea please sign the list at the back of the
church.

Stephen Hales, who was the priest in charge
of Teddington from 1709 until he died in
1761, was a Fellow and prize winner of the



Royal Society. As well as being an
exemplary priest, he was a renowned
scientist, whose work on ventilation
systems transformed the slave ships
carrying slaves from the West Indies to
America which was adopted worldwide. He
did the original work on the circulation of
sap in plants and on blood pressure in
animals. He provided Teddington village
with a drainage system to carry waste water
and sewage down the High Street to the
river. We believe that he was buried under
the church tower, which he built at his own
expense. His memorial is in Westminster
Abbey.

All are welcome to the service and tea.
Mary Green

Strawberry Tea

The annual Strawberry Tea was held once
again in Margaret and Fred Squire’s lovely
secluded garden. We were lucky with the
weather which, as always for this event,
was warm and sunny. We sat, chatted, ate
sandwiches, cakes and bowls of
strawberries and cream, enjoying a lovely
June afternoon. The total raised was £160
plus a donation of £30, which will be used
by Welcare to send a disadvantaged family
on the Summer Outing. The Strawberry Tea
has been held by the church for some 20
years, originally hosted by June Demont,
then myself and for the last few years by
Margaret, who does sterling work for
Welcare, her designated charity.

Mary Green

God in the Arts

‘Jacob’s Dream’ by Jusepe de Ribera now
hangs in the Museo del Prado, Madrid,
Spain. This painting from 1639 is based on
Genesis 28. After depriving his brother
Esau of his birthright, Jacob is sent to
Laban. At Bethel he rested and in his sleep
received the vision of God’s angels on the
ladder to heaven with God’s reassuring
words of promise and blessing. When he

awoke, Jacob set up an altar at Bethel,
which he declared was the house of God
and the gate of heaven.

To baroque artists this scene in Genesis was
seen as a prefiguration of the coming of
Jesus, and in John’s Gospel Jesus himself
told Nathanael that he would see the angels
ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man. For Ribera the subject of Jacob’s
dream is treated with great tenderness as
Jacob sleeps beneath the luminous expanse
of sky, which occupies a major part of the
canvas.

Not for him the depiction of winged
messengers; no, the light of heaven falls
down upon the sleeping figure, casting
shadows on the ground. The angels,
ethereal and insubstantial, are contained in
the glory of light. The tree at the other side
looks like a fallen cross, and Jacob almost
like a sleeping disciple in Gethsemane. But
here, he is in deep repose as his face is lit
up with the golden glow of the heavenly
messengers.

For Jacob, the dream is the golden
assurance of God’s blessing. As his saga
continues in Genesis, he marries Laban’s
daughters, wrestles with the divine stranger,
is given the name Israel, and his 12 sons
become the ancestors of the 12 tribes of
God’s people. So the blessing of the dream
is worked out in his life and the life of
Israel.

Dreams can come to give visions of the
way life should be. Like Jacob, or perhaps
like Martin Luther King and his prophetic
words in 1963. In this month of August
many of us will go on holiday to enjoy rest
and recreation. As we end the days with
sleep, we pray that like the Psalmist we will
lie down in perfect peace and safety and
know the refreshment Jacob found at
Bethel: a repose which will restore our
souls and bodies to bring life and vision
wherever we may be.

You can see a copy of the painting at:
www.spanisharts.com/history/barroco/
imagenes/ribera/ribera_suenojacobo.html

The Rev Michael Burgess, CNN services

1 2.2.2.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.6.9.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.00000.00800800800808.6.0

x  On Wednesday September 2nd we very much look
I forward to the Induction of our new vicar,

X the Rev. Joe Moffatt at 7.30pm
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Joe Haskings

Early last month the funeral took place in
church of a much loved parishioner, Joe
Haskings, who died on 20th June, just three
weeks after his 8§9th birthday. As we heard
in the course of the service, Joe meant a
great deal to many different people and of
course to his beloved (late) wife Mary,

daughter Jane and Josie, his son-in-law Mel
and his grandson Theo. His good nature, his
quiet demeanour, his slightly mischievous
smile, his wonderful garden and his
kindness in the way he was always helping
other people, will live on in the memories
of all who had the privilege to know him.
Susan Jacobs

Sunday 16th

Sunday September 13th
Sunday September 20th

Diary for August

Wednesdays — there will be no mid week communion here this month. We have a very
warm invitation to attend 10.30am Holy Communion at St Peter and St Paul Church.

Sunday 2nd Trinity 8.
Holy Communion at 8am.
Family Communion at 9.45am.
Wednesday 5th ~ NO Wednesday Club.
Thursday 6th The Transfiguration of our Lord.
Sunday 9th Trinity 9.

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 8am.
Family Communion at 9.45am.

Trinity 10

Holy Communion at 8am.

Family communion at 9.45am.

Saturday 22nd Wedding at 3pm.
Stephen Hales Tercentenary Celebration — Tea in Parish Hall from 3pm.
Service at 4.30pm
Sunday 23rd Trinity 11
Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 8am.
Family Communion at 9.45am.
Monday 24th St Bartholomew the Apostle.
Friday 28th St Augustine of Hippo.
Sunday 30th Trinity 12

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 8am
Family Communion at 9.45am.

And looking ahead
Wednesday September 2nd First Wednesday Club in Mina Hogan Room, 12.30 — 2.00pm

Topic: The importance of communication.

Induction of our new vicar, the Rev. Joe Moffatt at 7.30pm.
First Sunday School of term.

Sunday School outing to Godstone farm.
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