Vardanyan Quartet Afternoon
Recital — 15 February
Astghik Vardanyan violin, Rowan Bell

violin, Arun Menon viola, Steffan Rees,
cello .

This talented young string quartet have
been playing together since their formation
at the Royal College of Music in 2005, and
have now performed at many prestigious
venues throughout the UK. We were
delighted to welcome them to St Mary with
St Alban for a very enjoyable and well-
attended occasion.

The programme began with Haydn’s String
Quartet in F, Op 74 No 2 — a pretty quick
Allegro spiritoso followed by a lilting
Andante grazioso, Menuet & Trio and very
energetic Finale: Presto.

Then came a most unusual piece in fifteen
movements and as many styles — Officium
Breve, Op 28 — composed by Gyorgy
Kurtag in memory of another Hungarian
composer, Andreae Szervansky. This was a
difficult piece which demonstrated the
quartet’s great technical ability, but was
hard for a non-player to appreciate. Finally,
we were given Alexander Borodin’s String
Quartet No 2 in D, and informed that
Borodin was not a professional composer
but a good writer of melodies. Those of us
of a certain age who went home humming

the tunes from “Kismet” (borrowed from
Borodin!) would agree with this statement.
We are most grateful to Janet Smith for
arranging such a treat for a Sunday
afternoon.

Barbara Carthew

Parish Register

Holy Baptisms — We welcome into Christ’s
Church:

1 March: Molly Ann Florence, daughter of
James and Sally Rideout.

8 March: Hugo William Boo, son of Alf
and Kerry Franklin.

Correction

Despite what you may or may not have
noticed in last month’s newsletter,
Middlesex has not set itself up as a rival
Archbishopric to Canterbury and York —
the Ven Stephan Welch is our Archdeacon,
not our Archbishop. Apologies all round.

Editor
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Churchwardens’ Letter

We called the month of February ‘Wake up
time’; April is a month for ‘New
Beginnings’, with the season of Easter and
the freshness of new growth, so it is with
great pleasure that Jerry and I can inform
you all that the next Vicar of St Mary with
St Alban will be the Revd Joe Moffatt, who
will join us in September.

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find
some details about Joe and his family. We
are all extremely happy to know that we can
look forward to his arrival and the beginning
of a new chapter in the life of our church.

As Easter approaches, we begin to
anticipate the solemn days of Holy Week
and Good Friday, followed by the joy and
splendour of Easter Day. The services for
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Day will be taken by the new Bishop of
Kensington, Bishop Paul Williams. We will
have the opportunity of meeting with our
new Bishop over coffee on Easter Sunday,
and it is a privilege to have him with us at
such an early stage in his ministry among
us in West London.

It is good to know we are moving into
longer and brighter days. Despite the
troubled times we live in and the tension of
living with employment and financial
problems, we can all feel a change as
Spring approaches and we can enjoy the
park, the riverside and our own gardens —
even if we only have a window box. Our
own churchyard, too, is very beautiful with
daffodils at this time of year.

We do hope that as many of you as possible

will come and join us at St Mary’s during
this season — you will be warmly welcomed
and the church will be at its best with
spring flowers and lilies on Easter Sunday.

Times and dates of services are listed in the
Diary or can be found on the website.

May you experience every blessing at
Easter and always.

Sheila Cooper & Jeremy Bryan

The Reverend Joe Moffatt

We are delighted to inform you that the
next Vicar of St Mary with St Alban will be
the Revd Joe Moffatt.

Joe is currently Associate Vicar in the
parish of St Luke’s and Christ Church in
Chelsea, where he has developed a thriving
ministry among young families in both
churches in the parish. He has worked very
closely with Christ Church Primary School
and has established a well-attended parent
and toddler group in the church. He
currently chairs the West London
ecumenical homeless project as well as the
management committee of the youth club
on the local estate.

Previously Joe served a four year curacy in
Wolverhampton before moving to Chelsea,
where he has served for the past 5% years.

Joe, who is 36 years old, is married to Jo,
and has two young children, Daniel aged 4
and Evie aged 6. All the Moffatt family love
to sing, travel and socialise. Joe is also a
keen member of the Diocesan cricket team.

Before the appointment was made, Joe was



granted a three month sabbatical from
March Ist — June Ist. This will include a
retreat at the St Bueno’s Spirituality Centre
in North Wales, a family trip to New
Zealand and a visit to Mozambique. He will
return to work at Chelsea until July 18th.

The family will move to Teddington in the
summer holidays and the induction will be
in early September, date to be confirmed.

Joe and Jo say that they are looking forward
enormously to sharing the next stage of
their lives with the people of St Mary with
St Alban and the wider community of
Teddington.

Jerry and I would like to thank you for all
your prayers whilst we have been searching
for a candidate to replace John Cleaver — no
easy task. We have been supported during
this time by Revd Alex Walter and Revd
Geoffrey Clarkson, whose ministry has
been invaluable to us all.

There are still many months ahead of us;
please keep us in your thoughts and prayers.

Sheila Cooper, Senior Churchwarden

The Good Friday Happening

On Good Friday, 10 April, the annual
“Happening” will take place in the Parish
Hall from 12.00-2.00pm. After the half-
hour Family service in the church at
11.30am, children and their parents are
warmly invited to join us in the Hall. Bring
a picnic lunch and have fun doing all sorts
of Easter crafts. Previous years have seen
us making Easter bonnets and stained glass
windows, planting seedlings, decorating
eggs and making Easter cards, just to
mention a handful of the activities to be
enjoyed. Some examples of the children’s
creations will be on display in the church
on Easter Sunday.

For more information, phone Lesley
Alexander (8892 6722).

Welcare

Plans at Welcare for the new Children's
Centre are going well, and in addition
there is a busy programme of courses
and activities arranged.

People from St Mary with St Alban
Church have always been very
supportive of Welcare, and I am sure
that some of you would be interested in
having the opportunity to find out more
about the work Welcare does. There is
going to be an Open Day on 6th May
2009, from 10am — 12noon. and 2pm-—
4pm at 26, The Green, Twickenham,
TW2 5AB and all are welcome. It
would be a good idea to let me know if
you wish to go (Margaret Squire 8977
3362) or phone the centre on 8893
9123. Visitors will be shown round the
centre and staff will be on hand to
answer questions.

As always, a Summer Outing for
Welcare clients will be arranged, and
for many of them this will be the only
holiday they have. Once again we need
to raise funds for this, but we have
decided not to have a stall at the
Charity Fair in May. The last two years
didn't really bring in sufficient money
for the effort involved, so we are
looking for other ways to fill the gap.
There will be a Strawberry Tea as usual
(date to be arranged) and a Coffee
Morning or two. There could also be
Pyramid Lunches, whereby someone
invites a couple of people to lunch, who
pay £5 or so. The guests then invite
others and so on. Guests who only want
to come along for lunch can also be
included as extras. If anyone could hold
a Coffee Morning or a Pyramid Lunch
do please let me know.

Margaret Squire

April /?%ﬁh\]

Wednesday 1st

Saturday 4th

Sunday 5th

Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th

Friday 10th
Sunday 12th
Wednesday 15th

Sunday 19th

Tuesday 21st
Wednesday 22nd
Thursday 23rd
Sunday 26th

Wednesday 29th

Diary for April

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am

Final Lent Discussion Group in the Mina Hogan Room from 10.30am —
12.00 noon

Garden Gang at 9.30am

Wedding Blessing at 3.00pm

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion at 8.00am

Family Communion with distribution of palms at 9.45am
Sunday School

Monday of Holy Week

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am
Tuesday of Holy Week

Holy Communion (Rev Alex Walter) at 9.30am
Wednesday of Holy Week

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am
Maundy Thursday

Sung Communion followed by stripping of altars at 8.00pm*
Good Friday

Children’s Service at 11.30am, followed by the Happening in the Parish Hall
Three Hours’ Devotion from 12 noon — 3.00pm*

Easter Sunday

No Service at 8.00am

Family Communion at 9.45am*

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am

Low Sunday

Ist Sunday after Easter

Holy Communion at 8.00am

Family Communion at 9.45am

Baptism at 1.00pm

Annual Parochial Meeting in the Parish Hall at 8.00pm
Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am
George Patron of England

2nd Sunday after Easter

Holy Communion at 8.00am

Family Communion at 9.45am

Sunday School

Baptism at 2.30pm

Holy Communion (reserved sacrament) at 9.30am

*These services will be taken by the new Bishop of Kensington

And looking ahead

May 3rd
May 11th-16th

Sea Sunday
Christian Aid Week
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